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Background Paper
Workshop on Land Right Issues in Chittagong Hill Tracts

1. Background:

The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), southeastern part of Bangladesh, is the
territory of 11 different indigenous peoples. Local indigenous peoples
administered this region with special status until the independence of
Bangladesh in 1971. For the reestablishment of the rights, the indigenous peoples
had to go through struggle associated with armed struggle for a long more that
two decades that was ended in 1997 through signing the CHT Accord. It is
needless to mention that one of the main problems of CHT indigenous peoples is
the territorial integrity. The indigenous peoples already lost their lands by so
called development projects such as dam and forestation etc., projects by CHT
Development Board. Moreover, in 1980s, thousands of Bengali families were
brought and settled down on the lands of indigenous peoples by the government
that compelled thousands of indigenous families to cross the border and took
refuge in Tripura.

Although it has been six years after the signing of the Accord, no progress has
been achieved regarding the solution of disputes over land. Land grabbing by
the settlers with the help of the military is every day scenerio in the CHT now.
Considering those situation, Hill Tracts NGO Forum (HTNF), in association with
other CHT based organizations such as Movement for Protection of Forest and
Land Rights, Taungya, Maleya, MroChet and Kapaeeng, an indigenous peoples
human rights organization has initiated to hold a two day workshop followed by
a one day field trip.

2. Objectives:

The objectives of the workshop are,

e To identify key land related issues, strategic priorities and possible
programmes and initiatives for the intervention for the promotion and
protection of the land rights of the CHT.

e To identify and assess the constraints and opportunities of various actors on
the issues of land rights of the CHT at local, national and international level.

¢ To provide an opportunity for the CHT peoples to further strengthen their
network on the issues of land at the local level.

3. Expected outcomes:

The following outcomes will be come out from the workshop:

¢ Land related issues of the CHT will be focused.

e Strategic priority issues to make possible intervention will be identified.

e Actors of land rights issues of the CHT and their constraints and
opportunities will be assessed.

¢ The network of the CHT peoples for the promotion and protection of the
land rights of the CHT will be strengthened.

¢ Finally, a consolidation report on the above outcome will be prepared.
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Participants List
Workshop on Land Rights Issues in Chittagong Hill Tracts
23-24 November 2005
Sabarang Restaurant, Rangamati

Participants List of Rangamati Hill District

Z\S]f) Name Designation and Organization

1. Ms. Alpana Chakma Women Representative, Balukhali

2. Mr. Ushala Roaza Honorable Member, Rangamati Hill
District Council

3. Ms. Mamata Chakma Mouza Forest Reservation Samiti

4. Mr. Nikilesh Chakma Taungya

5. Mr. Lalit C Chakma Secretary, HTNF

6. Ms. Sagarika Roaza, Gargangtali Mahila Samity

7. Ms. Khushi Nahar Adhi O Staiye Bangali Kalyan Parishad

8. Ms. Suproba Chakma Hill Women Federation

9. Ms. Shuva Lata Chakma Women Representative, Balukhali

10. | Mr. Shayma Ratan Chakma Chairman, Aima Chara UP

11. Mr. Cha Thwai Roaza Chairman, Farua UP

12. Mr. Bishya Priya Chakma Rangamati

13. | Ad. Shaktiman Chakma Chairperson, HTNF Rangamati District
Committee

14. | Mr. Lal Cwhuak Liana Pangkhua, Ranagamati

15. | Keo Jachai Marma Rajasthali Pulp Wood Project

16. | Ching Sha Prue Marma Rajasthali Pulp Wood Project

17. | Ms Ranjita Chakma Mubachari Shramajibi Mahila Kalyan
Samity

18. | Mr. Sukriti Ranjan Chakma Chief Executive, CHT Regional Council

19. | Ad. Susmita Chakma Rangamati

20. | Mr. Arun Laibre Shaw Rajasthali, Rangamati

21. Ms. Nai Pru Marma UP Member, Balikhali, Rangamati

22. | Mr. Chand Roy CODEC, Rangamati

23. | Ms. Jayati Chakma Parbattya Chattagram Mahila Samity,
Rangamati

24. | Ad. Bhabatosh Dewan Secretary, Maleya

25. | Mr. Udvasan Chakma Member Secretary, Kapaeeng

26. | Ms. Tuku Talukdar Organising Secretary, MfPFLR

27. Mr. Sudhatta Bikash General Secretary, MfPFLR

Tanchangya
28. | Mr. Goutam Kumar Chakma | Member, CHT Regional Council
29. Mr. Mangal Kumar Chakma Ex-Advisor, Hill Tracts NGO Forum




30. | Mr. Devasish Chakma Hill Tracts NGO Forum
31. | Ms. Manisha Talukdar Hill Tracts NGO Forum
32. Ms. Hima Chakma Hill Tracts NGO Forum
33. | Mr. Bablu Chakma Hill Tracts NGO Forum
34. | Mr. Binoy L Chakma Accountant, HTNF
35. Mr. Sudipta Chakma Hill Tracts NGO Forum
36. | Mr. Binoy Chakma Hill Tracts NGO Forum
37. | Mr. Dipujjal Khisa Hill Tracts NGO Forum
38. | Mr. Suchitra Kr. Chakma
39. Mr. Goutam Dewan Convenor, Movement for Protection of
Forest and Land Rights
40. | Mr. Shanti Moy Chakma CHT Correspondent, The Bangladesh
Observer
41. Mr. Ahmad Mia Karbari, Jagrabil Mouza
42, Md. Jamal Uddin Abas. R., Giridarpan, Rangamati
43. | Mr. Supriyo Chakma Prothom Alo
Participants List of Bandarban Hill District

Sl ) ) e

No Name Designation and Organization
1. Mr. Ali Ahmed Global Mission, Bandarban
2. Mr. Zumlian Amlai Chairperson, MfPFLR
3. Mr. Ching Hla Mong Chak, Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati

Samity
4. Mr. Ranglai Mro Mro-Chet, Bandarban
5. Ms. Meyo Ching Hill Women Fedreation, Bandaraban
6. Mr. Paul Dhamanik TYMU, Bandarban
7. Mr. Dendoha Jolai Tripura | HTNF Bandarban District Committee
8. Mr. Mong Thoai Ching Secretary, Headmen Association,
Bandarban

9. Mr. L Dhalian Community Advancement Forum
10. | Sugata Chakma Mro-Chet
11. | Pre Pong Mro Mro-Chet
12. | Sawpan Chak Chetana
13. | Sahlafrue Marma Eco Development
14. Md. Zahangir Alam N Z Ekata Mohila Samity, Lama,

Bandarban




Participants List of Khagrachari Hill District

Sl

No Name Designation and Organization
1. Mr. Bishwa Kalyan Chakma UP Chairmen Association, Khagrachari
2. Ms. Jarita Chakma President, Parbattya Chattagram
Mabhila Samity
3. Mr. Kanak Baran Tripura Zabarang Kalyan Samity, Khagrachari
4. Mr. Ashok Kumar Chakma Trinamul Unnayan Sangstha,
Khagrachari
5. Mr. Bakul Chandra Chakma | Jumma Refugee Welfare Association
6. Mr. Mong Kya Sing RLT
7. Mr. Sakti Pada Tripura President, Headmen Association,
Khagrachari
8. Mr. Chandra Kiran Tripura Representative of Rubber Planter
9 Mr. Mukta Ranjan Chakma Humanity Welfare Association
10. Chai Thowai Marma President/Chief Executive, BRAPA
Participants List of Dhaka
Sl . . o
No Name Designation and Organization
1. Mr. Hussain Sahid Sumon Programme Office, HR-GG, PSU-
RDE/Danida
2. Mr. Intiaz Mahmud Researcher, Queens University, Belfast,

United Kingdom
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Kapaeeng
An Indigenous People’s Human Rights Organization of Bangladesh

‘Kapaeeng’ is a term derived from indigenous Khumi language, meaning
‘Rights’. Kapaeeng is a human rights organization, which was established in 2003
with the view to working for promotion and protection of the rights of
indigenous peoples of the country. As it knows that the indigenous peoples
being the most vulnerable sect within the country are always neglected and
victims of various human rights violations. They are deprived of basic rights
guaranteed by the constitution of the State and international legal instruments.
So it is committed to help the victimized indigenous peoples by providing legal
supports and other substantive assistances.



It is originally a Dhaka base organization. Some trainings and workshops have
already been conducted by Kapaeeng jointly with some organizations. It has also
observed some internationally recognized days including World Human Rights
Day and International Mother Language Day. Kapaeeng is aiming at establishing
a strong network and working closely with organizations and individuals
working on indigenous peoples issues and rights in local, national and
international levels.

Taungya

(An organization for Indigenous Culture, Environment & Socio-Economic
Advancement)

The word “Taungya” is rooted in the traditional culture of all the indigenous
peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. It is related to the Marma word “ya”,
Tripura word “gaireng” and the Chakma and Tanchangya word, “taung”, all of
which are related to the culture of swidden or jum-cultivating societies. Today, in
agro-forestry technology, “Taungya” is also the name given to the system of
raising tree plantations through an innovation to the swidden or jum method of
agriculture.

Taungya was formed in 1995 as an unincorporated body. It was called the
Committee for the Protection of Indigenous Culture. The primary focus was on
indigenous culture because it was felt that the cultural fabric of indigenous
society was being threatened by external interventions that were not in
conformity with the rights, needs, and aspirations of the peoples of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). Later the scope of the organization was broadened
to include the themes of development and environment, thereby also employing
a wider perspective on indigenous culture. The organization was also renamed
Taungya, and was finally registered with the Department of Social Welfare in
1998 and with the NGO Affairs Bureau in 2001. All the General Council and
Executive Committee Members are voluntary members of the organization.
Taungya Executive Council has 11(eleven) members headed by Raja Devasish
Roy. Taungya’s general council consists of 42 members.

The major objective of Taungya includes the following:

(i) The protection and preservation of indigenous culture and knowledge
systems; (ii) The preservation of the environment, the protection of the rights of
indigenous peoples, including women and children; and (iii) The achievement of
educational and socio-economic advancement by all, and in particular, by
disadvantaged communities.

Target Group: Its main target groups belong to the disadvantaged sections of
CHT society, especially those living in the remote and semi-remote areas.

Working Areas and Experience: At present Taungya is working with Danida for
VCF Project (Protection of Village Common Forest in the CHTs) in Barkal,
Longadu and Rangamati Sadar Upazila. Taungya is also the partner of CHTDF,
UNDP for Community Empowerment Project (CEP) for Bilaichari Upazila. A
solar-powered household electricity project has facilitated by installation of 15



solar-powered units at Digholibag village under Sadar upazilla of Rangamati
district with LGED funded by UNDP.

Taungya worked with WFP in support of RMP (Rural Road Maintenance
Programme) and VGD (Vulnerable Group Development Programme). Taungya
also participated in the CHOLEN (CHTs Children opportunities for Learning
Enhancement) in Partnership with CARE-BANGLADESH, which was come to
end in December 2004.

Other major activities done by Taungya are publication of Books, indigenous arts
and crafts articles of historical value, literary material, photographs, audio and
videotapes (continuing).

Series of workshop, Mosquito net distribution and free medical service

Maleya

(An associate organisation for develoment agencies)

Maleya has formed in 2003 mainly aimed to facilitate the capacity raising process
of CHT NGOs. MALEYA’s major strategic objectives include the strengthening
of the capacities of major development and human rights actors of the CHT
region, such as rural communities, local NGOs, community-based organizations,
people’s organizations, and mass-based organizations, among others.



